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For more information, contact Council President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin, 954.727.9909 

 
Happy New Year from the Council for Educational Change 
 
As the New Year begins, the Council for Educational Change wants to thank the many 

generous corporate, government, and civic donors and partners who have made the 

Council’s successful work possible. A special appreciation is extended to the 

Department of Education for their support of PASS©, the Leadership Academy©, and 

other work to raise and advance the quality of educational leadership in Florida. We look 

forward to continuing to work with you in 2010. 

 

Congratulations! 

 
• CEC Board member Lynne Wines has been promoted to President 

and Chief Operating Officer of Orlando-based CNLBank. She will 

oversee all banking operations of the 16 full-service offices in 

Jacksonville, Orlando, South Florida, and Naples/Southwest Florida. 

She was previously CEO of CNLBank’s South Florida division. 

 

• The Council’s President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin was in 

Washington, DC for the National Launch Event for the National Board Certification 

for Educational Leaders which includes the development of National Board 

Certification for Principals. Dr. Liftin served on the Task Force that created the 

standards and the assessment process for principals. The announcement of the 

initiative was made by US Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. For more 

information, visit the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards website at 

http://www.nbpts.org/index.cfm?t=downloader.cfm&id=1210. 

 

• Graylyn Swilley-Woods, Executive Director of the Visitor Industry Council 

(Executive PASS
©

 mentor), was recognized as “Tourism Mentor of the Year” at the 

annual South Florida Tourism Professional of the Year Award luncheon. She was 

nominated for the award by Luckson Pierre, a graduate of the Miami Norland 

Senior High Academy of Hospitality and Tourism. Ms. Swilley-Woods is the 

business partner for the Executive PASS programs at Miami Norland, Booker T. 

Washington, and Robert Morgan Senior High Schools. 

 

Executive PASS News 
 
• An Executive PASS networking luncheon meeting was held on December 15

th
 at the 

Rosen Centre in Orlando. Business mentors and principals from Orange, 

Hillsborough and Osceola counties participated. Dr. Christi Chandler Buell, a 

finalist for the 2009 Leonard Miller Principal Award attended and shared 

information about the award. Special thanks to Frank Santos, CFO, Rosen Hotels 

and Resorts for providing lunch. 
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PASS
©
 News 

 
• Thanks to the generosity of Jeffrey Miller, business mentor 

for Holmes Elementary, students had an outstanding 

Christmas. Santa (our own Dr. Pat Dixon) brought gifts and 

holiday cheer. In addition, Tory Cox of the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers also provided toys for the children. Tory Cox 

grew up in the Liberty City neighborhood of Miami where the 

school is located. 

 

• Welcome to our new PASS partners at Booker T. Washington Elementary in Tampa. 

The partnership is sponsored by John Sykes. Toynita Martinez is the Principal, 

Doug Davidson, Senior VP of Global Commercial Banking, Bank of America 

Merrill Lynch North Florida is the business mentor and Gloria Kolka is the PASS 

coach. 

 

• Frank Morsani, PASS business partner for Leto High in Tampa provided a great 

experience for students in the agriculture/animal sciences program by making his 

cattle ranch available for a field trip. Mr. Morsani chartered a bus and provided 

lunch for students while creating an opportunity for urban students to witness first 

hand what is required to raise cattle for market. A student said, “This was a once in a 

lifetime experience to feed calves, observe the hard work, and learn about the 

expertise necessary to raise cattle.” 

 

• Alumni PASS partnerships continue to thrive as evidenced by partnership between 

Tom Toomey, Vice President at New York Life Insurance and Laura Zavatkay, 

Principal of Robinson Senior High. Laura and Tom continue to meet, e-mail and 

work together to impact student achievement. New York Life donated 60 slightly 

used flat screen monitors to the replace older CRT types in the school’s media center. 

 

• An exciting and innovative program was announced at Holmes Elementary where 

all students in grades 3 to 5 were presented with a lap top computer with a broadband 

aircard. The aircards were donated by Sprint. Over 

200 parents, students and community members 

attended the presentation along with Superintendent 

Alberto Carvalho and members of his senior staff. 

During the presentation Mr. Carvalho thanked Council 

Board members Jeffrey Miller and Karen Fryd and 

the Council for Educational Change for their 

unwavering dedication to the school and community. 


