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Wow! That’s Fantastic!

e James H. Bright Elementary in Miami-Dade County has been identified as a Florida
Title 1 Distinguished School for 2008 — 2009. Florida has 1,391 Title 1 schools, but
this recognition was awarded to only 17
in the state. This puts Bright in the top
1.2% of the Title 1 schools in Florida.
Congratulations to Maritza Garcia,
Principal, PASS® CEO Eleonel
Lorenzo, of Waste Services, Inc., Dr.
Pat Dixon, PASS Coach, and the entire
staff for implementing Leonard Miller’s
mission, “If every child can get a quality
education, every child can succeed.”

e Every year, districts throughout the state nominate their most outstanding principals
for the coveted Principal of the Year Award. All five of the finalists for the 2010
award in Miami-Dade are participants in the Council’s Executive PASS® program:;
and even more exciting is the fact that one was a Gold Medallion finalist (Gilberto D.
Bonce), and one was the winner of this year’s Leonard Miller Principal Leadership
Award (Valerie B. Ward). Congratulations to the Principals from each Region and
their business partners:

1 - Dr. Louis J. Algaze, Hialeah Gardens Senior High and his mentor, Albert
Salazar, Burger King #13234

2 — Valerie B. Ward, Scott Lake Elementary and her mentor, Annie P. Neasman,
President & CEO, Jessie Trice Community Health Center

3 — Gilberto D. Bonce, South Miami Senior High and his mentor, Roger Slade
(CEC Board member) Attorney, Pathman Lewis LLP

4 — James R. Haj, Southwest Miami Senior High and his mentor, Yara
Lorenzo, Attorney

5 - Howard I. Weiner, Palmetto Senior High and his partner, Daniel Diaz
Leyva, Attorney, Southern Strategy Group

Is this just a marvelous coincidence, or another indicator of the success of the
Council for Educational Change’s programs?

For more information, contact Council President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin, 954.727.9909




| State Representative Eddy Gonzalez presented an A+ banner
and trophy to Alina Q. Iglesias, Principal, and the entire Palm
Lakes Elementary staff and students for their continued academic
success. Palm Lakes has retained their grade of “A” for three
consecutive years. The school’s PASS partner, Leon Medical
Center and the CEC were also recognized for their support of
the school.

Mentors participating in the Wal-Mart Foundation TEAM Initiative, JPMorgan Chase
Teachers’ Initiative, and the Helios Foundation Initiative attended a mid-year evaluation
and networking session on January 23" in Tampa.

PASS and EXECUTIVE PASS News

e A successful breakfast networking session
was held on January 28" for all of the schools
participating in the BankAtlantic Executive
PASS program. The session was held at
Hialeah Senior High School. Fantastic ideas
of the partnerships were shared, and there was
100% attendance by schools and partners.

e Gulfside Elementary has partnered with USF’s Tampa Bay Writing Project for the
second year to make a difference in the way teachers and students think and feel
about writing. Teachers participated in six after school trainings (PASS funds were
used to pay stipends) ranging from “Writer’s Workshop” to “Writing Across the
Curriculum”. Students have demonstrated a 22% increase in the number writing at 3.5
and above, and a 30% increase in the number writing at 4.0 or above.

e Welcome to the following new Executive PASS partnerships in Miami-Dade:
0 Glades Middle — Elio Falcon Jr., Principal and his mentor Sandra Perez, Sr.
Account Executive, Regis HRGroup
o North Twin Lakes Elementary — Richelle Lumpkin, Principal and her mentor
Steven Burghart, COO, Hialeah Hospital
o Miami Senior High — Benny Valdes, Principal and mentor Alex Hernandez,
BNY Mellon

Save the date: May 19, 2010 ...Spring PASS Regional
Luncheon Meeting ... Tampa, Florida
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