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Leonard Miller Principal Leadership Award Winner

Valerie Ward, Principal of Scott Lake Elementary School, is the winner of the 7" Annual
Leonard Miller Principal Leadership Award. She received the $10,000 prize, awarded by the
Council for Educational Change, at the Annual Luncheon hosted by Sue
Miller at her Star Island home. Sue Miller is a Council Board Member and
Chair of the Educational Advancement Committee.

The statewide award recognizes outstanding Principal leadership. It is
presented annually to a high-performing Florida Principal who has
demonstrated the ability to raise student achievement; empower staff
leadership; and form meaningful partnerships with businesses and
community. The finalists and winner were chosen from statewide applicants who have
participated in a Council program.

Participating in the event were Guest Speaker Senator Dan Gelber; Representative Anitere
Flores, Chairman of the PreK — 12 Appropriations Committee; Mayor Shirley Gibson of Miami
Gardens; Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho; and a host of
dignitaries and celebrities.

Principal Valerie Ward:

e  Moved Scott Lake Elementary School grade from a C to an A
Moved Biscayne Garden Elementary School from a D to a B (2001 — 2002)
Increased the percentage of students achieving learning gains in reading to 78%
Increased the percentage of students achieving learning gains in math to 87%
Identified teachers with leadership potential and placed them in leadership roles
Attended the Council’s Leadership Academy on a scholarship donated by the Deborah
Natansohn Foundation
e Was recognized by the Clinton Foundation’s Alliance for a Healthier Generation

The other finalists were Gilberto Bonce,
Principal of South Miami Senior High and
Dr. Christi Chandler Buell, Principal of
Sulphur Springs in Tampa. Each was
designated a Gold Medallion Winner and
received a $5,000 award.

The event was sponsored by Baptist Health 18
South Florida, Carnival Cruise Lines, Cobb Family Foundation, Edward W. Easton,
Lennar Foundation, Richard and Susan Finkelstein, and Akerman Senterfitt.
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Last month we recognized and thanked our generous Council donors. This month we are proud to highlight
“Mentorship” and those partners who have given such precious gifts-their time and talents-to schools

throughout Florida. On behalf of all the students and educators whose lives you have touched...
Thank You and Happy Holidays.

AaSys Group, Inc./Tony Coleman
Akerman Senterfitt/Jose F. Diaz
All Children's Hospital/Jean Francis
All Uniform Wear/Carlos Morera
Automated Healthcare Solutions/
Dr. Gerald Glass, Dr. Paul Zimmerman
Avatar Properties Inc./Tony lorio
Balfour Beatty Construction/Al Petrangeli
Bank of America
Bank of America Pinellas County/
Bernadette Craig
Bank of America/Doug Davidson
BankAtlantic/Ashaki Bronson, David Palmer,
Dorie Vega, Marcia Barry-Smith,
Marianella Solis, Ned Shandloff,
Santiago Quintana
BB&T/Tom Davidson
Bernard S. Mandler, Esq.
Braman Motors/Norman Braman
Burger King/Albert Salazar
Charles "Chuck" Blumenkamp
Citibank N.A./Elisa Robles
Colliers Abood Wood-Fay/
Steven S. Wasserman
Community Crusade Against Drugs/
Charles Ridley
Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce/
Mark A. Trowbridge
Countyline Chiropractic Centers/
Stefanie Brajdic
CSR Rinker Materials/Sharon DeHayes
Darden Restaurants/Paula Shives
David Pollay
Dr. Robert W. Graham, Il
E. Richard Yulman & Janet Yulman
Elliott Stern
ETH Bioenergy Inc./David Peebles
Fiddler's Creek/Anthony DiNardo
Film Technologies International, Inc./
Carolyn Brusky
Flagler Development Group/Armando Codina
Florida Blood Services/Donald D. Doddridge,
Valerie Werner
Florida Hospital/Bill Haupt
Gene E. Marshall
Gerald F. Hogan & Cathy Hogan
Gibraltar Private Bank & Trust/Deborah Koch,
Steven D. Hayworth
Goodwill Industries/Debbie Passerini
Graham Family Foundation/William E.Graham
Gulf Power Company/Brian Heinfeld
Hanson, Walter & Associates, Inc./
Shawn Hindle
Harmony Development Company/Shad Tome
Harmony Golf Preserve/Brock Nicholas
Healis Rehabilitation Center/Heather Attong
Helen M. Lane
Henry B. Plant Museum/Cynthia Gandee
Higgins Development Partners/
Andres Miyares
Holsen, Inc./Darryl Holsendolph

Holton Companies/James W. Holton
Human Services Coalition/Daniella Levine
Hunt Berryman
Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress/Paul Tang
Ibiley Uniforms/Eduardo Barea
Jessie Trice Community Health Center/
Annie Neasman R.N., M.S.
Jireh, Inc./Lew Friedland
Joannie W. Newton
John Hancock Financial Network/
Ashley O'Kurley
Johns & Associates/Marsha Myers
Johnston's Surveying/Turner Wallis
JPMorgan Chase Bank/Barry Preusch
JPMorgan Treasury Technologies Corp./
Anita Coto
KFC, J&D Management/Susan Benitez
Kirk Foundation/R. Kirk Landon
Kobacker Family
Kraft Construction Company, Inc./
Fred Pezeshkan
Larson Allen, CPA's Consultants & Advisors/
Jose Valiente, CPA
Lennar Corporation/Stuart A. Miller
Leon Medical Centers Health Plans, Inc./
Albert Maury
Leon Medical Centers, Inc./Benjamin Leon, llI
Mainline Information Systems, Inc./
Rick Kearney
MARS Contractors, Inc./Brenda Hill-Riggins
MBF Healthcare Partners/Joe Arriola
McCree Design Builders/Eric Dodson
MCM/Eugenio Jaramillo, Pedro Munilla
Miami Central Alumni Association, Inc./
William Clark
Miami Children's Hospital/Jose Perdomo
Miami Dade College North /
Dr. Jose A. Vicente
Miami Dade College/Norma Goonen, Ph.D.
Miami Lakes Town Hall/Mayor Michael Pizzi
Miami Parking Authority/Arthur V. Noriega
Miami Today/Beth Czeskleba
Miami-Dade Aviation/Elena C. Diaz
Michael Scheck
Muffet Corse
NattyMac Mortgage Warehouse/Bruce Olster
Navigy, Inc/Jill Gleeson
New York Life Insurance Co./Tom Toomey
Northern Trust Bank of Florida/
Sheldon T. Anderson
OmniPoint, Inc./Keith Diego
Osceola News Gazette/Paula Stark
Palmetto Ford/David Yglesias
Paradise Bank/Philip G. McNally
Patel Conservatory/Wendy Leigh
Pathman Lewis, LLP/Roger Slade, Esq.
Progress Energy Florida, Inc./Laura Boisvert
Progress Telecom/Elizabeth Vanneste,
John Balla
Publix Osceola/George White
Rabbi Gary Glickstein

Randall McElheney, Esq.
Raymond James & Associates, Inc./
David M. Schirm
Regions Bank/Jennifer Persson
Rollins College/Micki P. Meyer, Pam Woodley
Ron Hill
Rosen Hotels & Resorts/Frank Santos
South Miami Hospital/Karen Vassell
Southern Strategy Group/Daniel Diaz Leyva
St. Joe Timberland Company/
Clay Smallwood
Stadium Toyota/Ron Parks
Sunshine State Federal Savings & Loans
Association/J. Floyd Hall
SunTrust Bank - Tampa/Daniel W. Mahurin
SunTrust Bank/Mary D'Amico
SWS Charitable Foundation/
Wayne E. Chaplin
Tampa International Airport/Louis Miller
Tampa Port Authority/Richard A. Wainio
Tampa Theater/John Bell
Tampa's Lowry Park Zoo/Craig Pugh
Terra Construction Group, Inc./
M.D. Adnan Rahman, Paul Bailey
The Florida Aquarium/Thom Stork
The Haskell Company/Steven T. Halverson
The Portrait of Empowerment, Inc./
Dorothy Johnson
The St. Joe Company/Kevin Twomey
Timucuan Asset Management/
Russell Newton, Jr.
Turner Construction Company/
Rhonda Pinkney Wimberly, Teska Dillard
United Automobile Insurance Company/
Beau Parrillo
United Way of Palm Beach County/
Wayne Cunningham
Universal Health Care (UHC)/
Dr. Akshay Desai
Urban League Of Greater Miami/
T. Willard Fair
Veolia Environmental Services/
Hank Clements, Tom Eriksen
Visitor Industry Council/Graylyn Swilley
Wachovia Bank N.A./Kelly Madden,
Carlos A. Migoya, Harry Weed, Jr.
Walt Disney World Resort/Al Weiss
Washington Mutual/Wendy Lamb-Labonte
Waste Services of Florida, Inc./Joe Briarton,
Eleonel Lorenzo
Weaver Family Foundation/
Rear Admiral Don Hickman
WEDU-FL West Coast Public Broadcasting
Inc./Richard M. Lobo
Weeks Gas/Jeffrey S. Miller
William G. Harrison, Jr.
William Habermeyer
Wittner & Co., Inc./Jean Wittner
Yara Lorenzo
Zimmerman Advertising/Jordan Zimmerman

For more information, contact Council President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin, 954.727.9909




