
 

 

UPDATE
 

  August 1, 2009 

For more information, please contact Council President and Executive Director, Dr. Elaine Liftin, 954.727.9909

 
The Council bids a fond farewell to its Vice President of Administration and Communications, 
Sisty Walsh, on her retirement. Best wishes to Sisty on her move to West Virginia. 

 
SAVE THE DATE: 
November 18, 2009 is the date of the annual Leonard Miller Principal Leadership Award luncheon. The 
Keynote Speaker for this prestigious event will be announced at a later date. 

Attention Principal Leaders! Apply now for the Seventh
 
Annual Leonard Miller Principal 

Leadership Award. The application is now live on the Council’s website: 
http://www.changeeducation.org. If you are a Principal who is currently, or has formerly participated 
in any Council program/activity, you may be a winner. The first place award is $10,000 and $5,000 each 
for Gold Medallion Winners with all monies for personal use. Last year’s winner, Miami-Dade Principal 
Douglas Rodriguez, received his award from special guest Gloria Estefan. The 2009 event is planned 
for Nov.18th, and will be hosted by Council Educational Advancement Chair, Sue Miller, at her Star 
Island home. This year’s Award program and event sponsors are: Akerman Senterfitt, Baptist Health 
South Florida, Carnival Cruise Lines, Cobb Family Foundation, Edward W. Easton, Richard and 
Susan Finkelstein and the Lennar Foundation. 

 
PASS and Executive PASS News: 
• Congratulations to Paula Textel, Principal of Bear Creek Elementary, who has been selected by her 

Superintendent as one of the first 20 principals to launch Decentralized Decision Making (DDM) in Pinellas 
County. Gerry Hogan of Endurance Business Media and Jean Wittner serve as the business mentors. 
 

• Welcome new PASS principals: 
- Carolyn Hill at Just Elementary in Tampa – Funder: Drs. K & P Patel Foundation for Global Understanding 
- Angela Lott at S. A. Hull Elementary in Jacksonville – Funder: Timucuan Asset Management 
- Karen Russell at Woodlawn Elementary in St. Petersburg – Funders: NattyMac LLC & Holton Companies 
- Kevin Gordon at Gibbs High School in St. Petersburg – Funder: Pinellas County Education Foundation 
- Jamie Wyatt at Village Academy in Delray Beach – Funders: Kobacker Foundation & Publix Super 

Markets Charities 
 
• Kudos to Lowell Crawford, Principal, and the entire staff of North Dade Middle as the school has been 

authorized as a three year program to offer the prestigious International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Program (MYP). Angela Severino has been designated as the school’s program coordinator. North Dade 
Middle has just completed its first year of implementing the PASS program. 

 
• For the second year in a row, kindergarten students at 

Gulfside Elementary in Pasco County attended a PASS 
funded two-week camp. Last year teachers reported a 
significant difference in the reading readiness of 
attendees vs. those not attending. Congratulations to 
Principal, Chris Clayton, Lew Friedland, business 
mentor, and Max Ramos, coach. The partnership is 
funded by the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
All new kindergarten children are invited to attend this 
wonderful learning experience free of charge. 
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2009 – 2010 School Year: 
 
• The Council has received funding to initiate new PASS partnerships for 2009 – 2010. If you know of a 

school and business partnership that would be interested in participating, please contact Dr. Elaine Liftin at 
(954) 727 – 9909. 
 

• Council initiatives for the upcoming school year include working with the Florida Department of Education 
and the state’s Differentiated Accountability Directors to develop regional Leadership Academies and 
Forums that are customized to meet specific educational needs of schools. In addition, the Council will work 
with interested school districts to deliver professional development training for educational leaders. 

 
• The Executive PASS model will be implemented for the first time in 11 schools in Osceola County. There 

are currently 41 partnerships in Miami-Dade County, and the program is also underway in Orange and 
Hillsborough counties. 

 
• Students at Lorah Park Elementary in Miami-Dade will begin the school year with a new state-of-the-art 

science lab including two greenhouses. All of the materials and equipment needed are thanks to a grant from 
the Leonore Annenberg School Fund for Children as a project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of 
the University of Pennsylvania. New science books will be added to the media center, and students will 
receive after school tutoring in science. 

 
• Ten schools in Hillsborough County are participating in a new teacher initiative sponsored by a grant from 

the Helios Education Foundation. Specially trained mentors will partner with teachers that are new to the 
profession, new to a school, or teaching a grade level or subject area for the first time. The special focus will 
be in the areas of mathematics and science at the secondary level. A similar initiative will be underway at 
Sulphur Springs Elementary in Tampa, funded by JPMorgan Chase Foundation. 

 
• Teachers in Osceola and Orange counties will participate in a grant funded by The Wal-Mart Foundation 

entitled “Teacher Empowerment and Mentoring.” This is geared toward teacher retention, a major concern 
of the education profession. Training for participants begins August 22nd. Ralph Hewitt is the Council’s 
Director of Mentoring, and Peter Bucholtz is the Director of Grants. More about this exciting new 
partnership in future newsletters. 

 
 
Congratulations are in order for Dick Lobo on his selection to a two-year term as 
Chairman of the Florida Public Broadcasting Service, Inc. 
 
Mr. Lobo, President and CEO of WEDU-TV Tampa/St. Petersburg serves as the 
PASS business mentor for Leto High School in Tampa. 
 


